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Paul Theodore Hellyer, born 6 August 1923, is an engineer, politician, 
writer and commentator who has had a long and varied career. He is 
the longest serving current member of the 
Privy Council of Canada, just ahead of Prince 
Philip.  
 
Paul Hellyer was Canada’s youngest Member 
of Parliament when he was first elected in 1949 
and the youngest cabinet minister appointed to 
Louis S. St. Laurent’s government eight years 
later.  
 
Although Hellyer is best known for the unification of the Canadian 
Armed Forces and for his 1968 chairmanship of the Task Force on 
Housing and Urban Development, he has maintained a life-long interest 
in macroeconomics. This led him to form Action Canada, a populist 
movement dedicated to the concepts of full employment and low 
inflation with an emphasis on quality-of-life issues. Through the years, 
as a journalist and political commentator, he has continued to fight for 
economic reforms and has written several books on the subject.  
 
A man of many interests, Hellyer’s ideas are not classroom 
abstractions. He was born and raised on a farm and his business 
experience includes manufacturing, retailing, construction, land 
development, tourism and publishing. He has also been active in 
community affairs including the arts and studied voice at the Royal 
Conservatory of Music in Toronto. His multi-faceted career, in addition 
to a near-lifetime in politics, gives Hellyer a rare perspective on what 
has gone wrong with world economies. 
 
Paul Hellyer currently resides in Toronto. He has three children and five 
grandchildren. 


